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Travelers by road between Oxford and
London have often been heard to say that
there are few prettier towns in the South of
Englsod, and pone more romsntic, than
the ancient and picturesque borough of
Hiscborough.

Rissborough stands on the banks of the
Thuamee. The impression that it invarisby
Jeaves on the mind of the visitor who sees it
for the first time, s that of its striking re-
semblance to an old Flemish town. Its
long and roomy, thongh somewhat tortuous
High street, flanked on both sides by rows
of curious-looking shops, with quaint
gables, interspersed with still more curious-
lsoking residences, many of them iyy-
grown; ita venerable Guildhall, standing
in the center of the spacious street, with
bigh-pitehed roofs and dormer windows sur-
mounted with four glittering wvanes, fixed
on slender iron shafis, ope at esch corner,
nod a richly embellished wedisval cross,
with old-fashioned elimbing eresis imypedi-
ately in front of the hall, ook as il every
detail kad been copied from some old Flem-
ish pictore. At either end of the principal
street there is a church, whose lofty embat-
tied towers seom ns it they had been built
s watchinl sentinals to keep guard over the
jngress and egress, east and weil. The
town remains very much as it was in the
dave of the Tudors, when its main portions
were built

As seen from the river, which runs strietly
parallel 10 it and here sttains to one of its
noblest reaches, Rissborough loses nothing
of its peculinr churm. I7 the visitor hap-
pens to be rowing or punting, or better still,
if be happens to be fishing from the opposite
bamk, he will see the whole town mapped
out before him, bending from right 1o left
with the slightest iwmaginable curve. All
the houses are red-tiled, and the gardens on
the south side run down to the river, whose
glassy surface reflects ms in & mirror the
shades cast by tall elms and huge chestnuts,
with here and there s gracetul biroh and
drooping willow, which grows at irregular
jntervals on either bauk.

Bevond the town the eye rests on a lovely
Iandscape of spreading meadows, green and
fortile, picked out with many a fuir wood-
land bit, ronning vp to a fringe of low-
Iving hills, clearly defined against the sky-
line which flls in the background of a
periect pleture of still, conatry life,

§ The highest of the hills (which are not
re than five miles away), whose summit
s covered with a thick growfi el lnehni#
Seotch firs, forms a potable land-mark for
milés round, and is known in the locality
as Five Mile Camp—in allusion to its esti-
mated distance from Rissborough. It is
said that from this hill the gray walls of
Windsor Castle, with its muassive center
keep, and the eplendid gothic pile of Eton
can be seen distinotly on & clear day.

But with this we have nothing to do.
The scene of our siory lies four miles out,
on the way to Five Mile Camp.

The old coach-rond as il leaves Riss.
borough strikes out straight for the ridge of
Lills jost mentioned, and finally dissppenrs
over cne of the lower cresta. A few hun-
dred ynrds before the mscedt begins, the
road sweeps past Clump Cottage. Between
Rimborough asd Clump Cottage there are
no signs of buman babitation except an oc-
casional farmstead, standing in the midst of
rich grass-lands, with now and again a
pateh of srable brasking in upon the emor-
ald epamel. A lonelier'situation whercon
to build & bouse, despiie its proximity to
the bighway, could scsreely have been
chosen by & recluse.

When it war built, Clump Cotiage was a
sebstantial and attractive-looking villa
residence, standing in the midst of a luxuri-
ouspiece of purk land of some 22 acres—a
house which entirely belied its modest
name. There are no shrubs growing above
the low oak paling, and there is mothing to
obstruct the wview from the rond, _Tke
former owner knew that he had nothiflg to
fear from the prying of too curious neigh-
bors, for neighbors he had none, as for the
chance wavisrers, they were too few to ex-
cite mny dread of being overlooked. A
broad snd perfectly straight carriage drive,
entered by handsome iron gates (there was
me lodze), and trimly kept, lod to the honse,
leaving the front and the stables, which lay
to the right, exposed to view. An Imporiant

j , 88 will appear hersafter, «

The bouse stood on an irregular pisce of
land. There was little depth behind, the
land lying principally to the right and lefy.
That to the Tun had been little distarbed,
bevond the removal of some old fences and
the planting of a large number of fruit
trees, giviog to that side an appearance of
balf meadow and half orchard. The lsnd
on the right liad been brought into cultiva-
tion by & free us of the plough and the
spade, snd couverted into an exicnsive
kitchon garden, with forcing bouses and
conservatories. Such was Clump
when built, and down to the period of
."I‘;?l m}r -~ h‘dd“ﬁr'iwim Apresents |

cusunt dwelling, howerer, ts
I3 ndly!;lwmd I.ppﬂ:lgnﬂ to-day. From |
the stances now to be related, it has
sequired an unenvisble reputstion as the
seene of 8 foul and wrrible crime.  Popular
romor asserts that the house is bannted, but |
that may be dismissed at once as “just the |
clusho’ the moaotry.”

Given u honse situated in a lonely sitna-
tion as the seene of a dreadiul
which bafiled all
the ion of & country side as yet un-
pepetrated by the modern spirit of research,
and all the muterials required wherewith to
constract & thrilling story are wup-
plied. The simple facts are, that siter the
details of the orime had been brought to
light, the dark memories which ever after
clung to it, acting In combination with the
retired situngion, provad sufficiently re.
&rkmt“ o det;rn xnuI:diu tenants fm|m

i possession. WS nent
lhlnnzmudh neglect and nnlii ever;{
the bare walls fell into ruin,
utierly

-

" tempt.

efforis o unrayel, and -
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tating & retirement from and who
koew the neighborhood well, camie to the
conclusion that be mis&l do worse than pass
the remainder of biz days in & spot which
seemed as if made to agree with his quiet
tastes, especially as he thought that the land
might be had cheap. The price proved so
low asto offer an irresisitable bait, and in
the long run he became the purchaser of the
little farm, and having given orders for the
immediate demolition of the low straw-
thatched farm house, &mooedeﬂ next o the
erection of Clump ttage on its site.
Hither Mr, Kenneth transferred his belong-
ings, which included & rare snd choice col-
lection of old books, and here he settled
down to the enjovment of his Elsevirs and
the Puruuit of horticulture, of which he was
passionately fond.

Now. at lsst. he was happy. Thare was,
however, one “fly in the pot of cintment.”
His only surviving relstive, Fred Cameron,
the son of his widowed sister, who had been
born under his roof and brought up by his
unele atter the death of his mother, refused,
when the time came for a decision, to follow
his uncle’s profession. This was & heavy
blow 1o the old man, who had continuoed to
follow his avooations beyond the time that
oleasure or interest dictated, solely with the
view of his nephew sucoeeding him in one
of the most Jucrative connections in the
city, ineluding the rich perquisite of legal
adviser to the Universal.

For ten yearsof his life Mr. Kenneth
Fraser had simply been acting as & warm
ing- for his nzpﬁew. It sanoyed him to
think of his wasted years, and he was still
more exaspersted that Fred should throw
aside such a golden opportunity. But he
waos still ofore provoked at Fred's own
choice of a calling. For Fred had chosen
to be an artist, and, although Mr. Fraser
was much too highly enltured not to hold
art as a product in the highest estimation,
be held the producers in sovereign con-
He was himself & man of the greal-
est regularity in his habits, and of a correot,
if not stately, deportment; apd the Bohe-
mianism nﬁgcl:d by wost art stodents
offended his sense of the fitness of things.
It was pot unoat perhaps, that when
be condescended to employ terms of severa
epprobrium in his striotures on the “paiot-
ing tribe,"" that his nephew should fire up
and retort angrily with some not very well
chosen remurks on the noble profession of
the law, in which allusions to pettyiogging
attorneys found too iouous o place,

This was an insult 'lr;uch Mr. Kenneth
Fraser was the last man to brook. His
Scoteh blood tingled in his veins under the
gibe, and a bitter guarrel ensued, which
ended in young Caweron quittiog bisuncle’s
roof the same night, with & threat of disin-
heritapece ringing io hisears. A small leg-
acy bequeathed to him by his mother was

sufficient for bis wants w pursuing his
art studies,
But long before the young artist had

painted his first pieture Clump Cottage was
bhuilt and occupied. Whether Mr. Ken-
neth Fraser found his lile a little more dull
than he had bargained for, or whether his
heart began to yearn over the oely living
repregeniative of his rooe is not known,
¢Mce he never dro any hint off the sub. |
jest, Certain it 1s, that belore the reclose
had completed his first *s residence in
his new home, Fred reccived and acoepted a
pressing invitation to visit his uncle. From
that time his visits were frequent, and Mr.
Fraser began to take o keen interest in |
Fred's pursuits, even to the extent of be-
coming a purchaser for extravagant sums of
the earliest of Cameron’s erude and imma-
ture work. Fwed protested that it wassheer
robbery to take his uncle’s money for such
duubs, but Mr. Fraser, who was no mean
judge, saw clearly enough that the lad had
talent, if, indeed, the stronger term genius
miliht not be employed. nnd ¥Fred was com-
pelled to take his uncle’s checks.

Alas, it was fated that the good under-
standing which bad grown wup between
them should receive another check with re-
sulis tragical and fatal to Mr. Fraser. On
the oceasion of oné¢ of Cameron‘s visits to
Clump Cottage, when uncle and nephew
weare dining tete-a-tete, the same evening of
Fred’s arrival, the lstter suddenly blurted
out.

“Unele, I am going to be married.”

“"Monev! I presume,” Mr, Fraser replied
laconieally, slightly srching his eyebrows,
while » droll smile lurked round the ocor-
ner of his mouth.

“Well no, there is no money in the case,”
Fred said. “What made you suppose 1
shounld look after the dollars?"”

“Because I never knew a young painter
chap muke a living out of art until after
Muny weary vears of and waiting;
and .you affect *high art,” I believe, which
is only suotber word for the arf which
keeps . man low down in the world, and
gives him plenty of time to enjoy the
luxury of empty pockets.

“You are wrong, on both points, Unele,”
Fred cricd, gaily. “I am getting on fa-
mously. er pictures sell well, and Mary
Harmer will have little more than the
elothes she stands in,"

“That she certainly will not, if she be the
daoughter of John Harmer, who isclerk to
Bracegirdle and Hamlyn,” Mr. Fraser said
impressivelv. Fred, who was not slow o
interpres his uncle’s moods, felt as if he was
piloting his bark through strange currents
whose shallows were unknown to him. It
was plain enough to be seen that Mr. Har-
mer was not in verr good odor at Clump
Cotiage, though why that was Fred was
at & foss to couceive. But now he bad
broken the ice be was bent on haviog the
matier out.  Bo be continued after & pause:

“T was not aware that you knew Mr. Har-
mer."”

“That I ean guite believe,” the lawwer
replied, ly. *“John Harmer would not
be very likelr to mention Henneth Fraser's
name 1o Kenneth Fraser's nephe
happes to have made say ing
Harmer's antecedents 7 It would be & nat-
ural conrse to take before deciding to ally
yourself with his family."” 5

“Well, no; I cannot gay that I haye;”
sald Fred, beginning to grow a little nettled
by his unele’s sarcasm, which was more
evident in his caustic tone than in his
“I believe he has been un-

“Unfortunate, eh! gad?"’ Mr, Fraser said
with & chuekle. “Unfortunate eall it?
When & mau has been & defanlter to
the tune of £30,000, owes it to my mercy
that bg did not stand a criminal
dock, you say he has been unfortunate? I
think he has been deueedly lucky to eseape
trangportation, and that I am the unfortu-
nate. Such is, st least, my u,m
Freddy. And now pass the *

“Is this reclly troe, unele?”’ asked Fred
in & mage as he the wine.

not irune? You can have the

affuire came fo be looked § it turned
that the whole £10,000he mobhhd
me were goi out of me Hﬁ“dnhu :
gen IfeltI nol prosecute
man had eaten my bread and at whose
;}mua;duom-; 0ld-fashioned notions
o

should suffer for the 4
“Ain’t the innocent sufier!

day of
Tkt may bo unle,

has a scoundrel?* :
F;E,“ t:i]{ do ns y“pl please :hbnnt that,
" the lawyer reph wi win

hardness in his tone. '-i's'r'; bad bel.‘urrohnvi
a clear understanding, You must chooss
between Miss Harmer and me. We have
only had one disagreement. T only refer w
it mow to say that I hope we may never
have another, and 1o remind you thatIthen
made & threat which I did not mean to
keep. Baut now, you must break through
this entanglement—made in ignoranee of
the facts—or I will never willingly leok on
your face azain.

And so the subject was dropped
moment, Fred moodily drinking his wine
and torning over in his mind the eruel
dllem:hi: which his uncle's deeision had

To db him justice, he was not the sort of
mapto wait for “‘dead men's shoes,” snd
his'uncle's wealth, which was considerable,
occupied the lowest place in his considera-
tion. He was sincerely sttacMed to his
uncle, and, as he bad. been just reminded,
there had only been one gusrrel between
them, and the pain to both while the
estrangement Jasted had been too great for
him to contemplate the prospeots of s tinal
rupture without something like sgony
\rrmgh:" his heart. His heart was gener-
ous and affrctionste, though his um%er.
like his unele's, was' somewhat hasty; but
he had all the high chivalrous instincts of,
the true artist, which led him to despise
what he beld to be the stupid prejndices of
& narrow, social eode.

It was precisaly here where the danger to
the continuance of his relationship with his
uncle lay. Mary was a sweet, lova-

for the |-

No communieation
between Fred

bl
:
:

had passed in the
Cameron sad

My, Fraser was
luckless Fred

age,
Cameron, thinking that if his uncle were

allowed to take his own °

affection

1d probsbly end in ressseriing itself,
won P

diplomatically
his wife's name.
The morning came when Fred

from mentioning

hag com-

pleted his sketches and when he made

ready to return to town.

and

At the
poscd that Forbur

He had sent in
his traps the night before to Bin‘homuil:,
pro to walk over, declining his
uncle’s offer that Forbury should drivehim.
last moment Mr. Kenneth pro-
should drive them

to Rissborough, alleging that he had some
business there which he would like to

throngh

while it was on his mind, and that

if Fred abandoned his intention of walking
it would give him & little moreof his

nephew’s company.
gml of eonue.m assented to the
Fh broke sil b, “,%n! G ¢
razer ence '
inherited i‘on Fnd."’ :
‘lYes'll

proposal.

rough, Mr.

have dis-

red answered, “You told me so,

if you remember. But I care most for
affection, unole. If you give mo & little of
that, you must do ss you please in other

MPeetl.
“I please to have that matter
without delay.

put right

Mind you that, Master

Freddy, It must be pot right before you

ble woman, and when Cameron fell in love
with her it was with one of thote consuming
passions which brooks no impediment being

laced in the way of realizing its sweei
nn-dmm. His sense of justice, moreover,
was revolted at the ediet-which decreed that
Mary Harmer should suffer for her father’s
sin. Ifshe bad not spoken to him of the se-
eret of her father's disgraee, it was beenuse
she had not known it. It had been buried
in silence, ns such things are best buried,
for the sake of those innocent young lives
whose peace of mind would be wrecked for-
ever did no vell ever fall to hide the memory
of past shame, Cameron knew that the
shame had been kept from Mary's knowledge,
He had such entire confidence in the per-
fect loyalty and truthfulness of ber love
that he knew she would never willingly
%ﬂnit him to ally himself with disgrace.

18 he to be the one to tell her this shame-
ful seeret which had been withheld from
her knowledge with such jealous éare? He
felt that he conid not do it, There remained
a fuint chance that his vnele might yet be
Won over.

The next evening when uncle and nephew
were sitting in the library, Fred brougnt
down his portfolie and began to show Mr,
Freser the nature of the subjects he was
working at. The two fell into talk, and
Mr, Fraser’s delight was so evident over
the incressing signs of his nephew’s ability
that Fred thought he might persuade the
old man into relenting.

“Who is this?”’ Mr. Fraser said, after
they had been examining the drawings for
some time, alloding to the pioture he was
then bolding in his hand,

It was a little water-color sketeh of & fair,
fresh Enoglish face, with a forchead of great
capability, shaded by erisp brown hair, and
soft dreamy eyes looking out from a huge
sun bonnet wreathed a garland of natural

flowers.

“I do not think I ever saw & more beauti-
ful face,” Mr. Fraser went on, without wait-
inE for Fred's reply.

ameron was in truth in no hyrry fo re-
ly, for on the next few minutes great issues
Enn'. He joined with his nncle in praise
of the girl’s beauty, spoke of heras an im-
age of truth and innneenu, eod avowed
ut he had not done hall justice to the ex-
quisite face, but promised that when next he
came down he would bring with him a
finished pioture of what wos meant to be no
more than the rongh sketch, uutil ho con-
trived to inoculate Mr. Fraser with some-
thing of his own enthusissm.

“But all this time you do not tell me the
name of this parsgon,” Mr. Fraser said,
m 8t Inst to interject s guestion.

“That is Mary Harmer, sir,” Fred ex-
claimed, in & low tone, while the hot blood
rushed to his face.

Mr. Fraser drew back, and then with
tightly-com i lips replied, a5 he re-
the h in the portfolio, “T might
ve guessed as much, You have en
me off my guard by a kind of tricks but I
reeall nnthingnnf what I said last night. Do
And Fred, muffththh nﬁm mh?b-
I.I:? and the b

ited topic was not ngain referred to. &

A few months later Fred and Mary Har
mer married, and Mr. Fraser was duly in-
jormed of the event by his nephew,

Cameron’s letter was a mln'lp L O
at

EZ

leave Risshorough. There is mo
-lg_tdmy happen.”
/1

tragedy cross his mind ?

Had th

second sightcome to this old Scotchman,and
L did he l-‘-&p'&m’ﬂ “pever hae
hold the light of a that

sun;
midnight he would be lying stark
cruelly done to desth? Who can
They drove into the quaing
street ot Rissborongh to Mr,
office. Here Fred remained in

knowing

some prevision of the impendin

o gift o

no
a
an
tell?
old High

Vellom’s
the little

tour-wheel while his uncle went within.
Mr. Fraser prolonged bis visit to the Riss-
borough lawyer until it was too late for
Fred to leave by the train hebad appointed,
and there yas not another for thres hours,
Mr. Fraser decided to send Forbury back

without waitin

for him, intending to walk

back after F'réd’s train had leit. Meanwhile
uncle and nephew adjourned to the Pheenix.

Here F' v
uncle had that morning executed.

“Vellum wanted me to have 1t

red wus shown the will which his

roperly

engrossed,” Mr. Fraser said, ‘‘but the

rticulars are so few and simple that I

ngisted ulron having it done at once on a
r

sheet of briel as

make 8 job of it he can

ou see. If he likes to

do s0, but

until be does this will serve every purpose

and it makes you right, Fredd

Read it,

my lad,” Andso npug Mr. Fraser thrust

the will into Fred's han

The terms of this new will, as Mr.

raser

F
remarked, were few and sim, le, but straighd
to the point, as Fred soon perceived. Afts
revoking all previous wills, it appointed
that such servants as might be in the tes-

tator's emplo
lm' being of adult age, should
The rest of the , real and
wans bequeath
only surviving relsti
Cameron, of
was appointed sole executor.

“Unele, this is very
exclaimed warmly,
of fire on my head' indeed.”
turned the document to his unele.

cgwy of £50 each and three years'

ent at the time of his de-

receive a
w
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to “my dear nephew an
Frederick Maleolm
alda Vale, London."” Fred

nerous of you," he
“It is 'heapin

fnd he

coals
re-

*‘Ooals of fire' do yon call it, Fredd

That is making too much of our
ferences, I don’t th
vex me, lad."

Hitgle dir-

you ever meant to

“Indeed I mever dld,” retuarned Fred

beartily. *“You

what

a trouble our estrangement has bean to me

during the

few months, "When we had

our little tiff before I did not so much min:

for 1 was young and foolish

n,
not expect it wounld- last

and I di

ut when I

offended you the second time, I thought,

sowehow, you meant ir."”
‘iru‘
testy old

m" eaid Mr, Fraser, “Iwass
, and did wean it—for a time

at least, But I soon repented, and then—

Freddy, you must forgive

was too proud to write say
“@God bless vou, uncle*

wrung Mr, Fraser's hand, while

stood in the old man’s

Arickle down his cheeks.

soon ll-lldlllf in Fred's own eyes.
“You come

llm mn’l’
IIY“. BooD, "

“And, Fraddy, 11 - your wife |
with youm Jo{u mt&, I
mean.”’ ¢ lﬂ. 1
her; !ﬂb_ody':mhl help
"' and the artist
uncle’s band and it

“Uncle Eenneth, this is best
know vou will love

lovi m M
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“Fhe' e

old unclb—I
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and

Cameron
the tears
began to

were

and see me again,

heartily, while the tears rushed lato his

ayes.
“T know I shall,” the lawyer

broken tones. I shall love her f

Fredd d I hopea 1
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palice there.
t you can throw on this affair
%, Mr. Kenneth Fraser, who
was murdered some time on Tuesday last.”

Fred, who had quick, mervous
was mentioned,
pale when he heard the awful tid-
and rising from his cheir strode to-

the superintendent of police with his
hand over his brow and his eyes
with a feeling which tha astute of-

ficer took wo be panie fear.
“What is this you say?” slowly broke
from his lips. “My uncle m 2—

15

grading and ving of phire alley from

erear, It appears by the affidavit aad petl-
tion on file in the office of the Couneils
that ope-third in
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eron's guestion construin
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?E: to“a' buresu that stood ln':gn corner of

0,
“Allow me to look at it.” .
Fred, who had not racovered from the
m:lumnok of the tidings that Mr.
brought, did not move from
tion in which he
urged his

in Seleot and Common
dknm-tn"bh& and it h“%h

e authori L] That

Department 'h:'h

! until
in a perempto-
Ty tone.

“I must see the will,” he sald,

Cameron, rousing bimself at the ll::r
ness in the officer's tone, contrived to 1
himselfl u:gather. and going to the buresn
topk out the will and rm ed it to Mr, Jor-
kins, who quickly made himself familiar

with ils contents. .

““This will leaves you everything,” he
said after a pause.
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fzing the use of private

Fred simply bowed by way of answer,

“You ordered dianer for yourself at the
Phanix Jast Toesday?"”

“That is s0."

“Wlaiek:ou did not reach the Phenix in
time to eat?”’

Fred gazed curiously at the officer, as if
bewildered, and yet half suspicious of the
Oy ou srrived Too'1ate § it,” the i

“Youas too'late for it,” the inex-
orable Jorkins went on, “tnd‘,nuhld the 't'\“t' 2 thlzhinuuth ward of Pittsb
Pheesix in time to for the dinner which >
you did not then
the “bus to catch the last train to P
mn‘t’

“Good heavens ! cried Cameren; "do you
mean to that I murdered my
T Aont atein T et weliog

1 don’t mean to & " said
Jorkins, cautiously, “‘but perbaps you will
be kind enongh to lain how you passed

ur time from leaving the Phanix with
the late Mr. Fraser, until you returned to
:it“:!o"hh to eat the dimmer you had or
“That ix soon done vl!kdoutva

¥ay home, when Ileft him by his own re-
nest. I turned aside to add a few more
ketohes to my book of that bit of woodland
on the left of the road—you know it, I dare

“ ?II

‘Yes. Risely Wood, we call it. There
is s deep pit there, full of water, in & dis-

quarry.”

“The :rme.” answered Fred. “T spent
some time there sketch and then went
futher a-fisld. Here the sketohesare; you
oan see them if you like. I lost count of
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time, until my attention wis arrested by
finding the sun seiting, I had to hurry
along then, snd, by dint of hard walking
and a deal of running, I managed to
reach the Phenix just as the bus was about
to leave for the railway station.

Cameron was Bl[aﬂ with many more ques-
tions, principally relating to the place
where be had . leit bis ugcle, the terms on
which they had parted, his past relation.
ships with Mr, Frazer, their old quarrels,
and much other matter, some of it relevant,
and much of it highly irrelevant,

His explanntions of the manner in which
he came to be of his uncle’s will,
though they might have satisfied an up-
binsed mind, failed to satisfy Mr. Jorkins,
and at the close of his examination he
stoutly declared that Fred’s answors were

unsatisfactory, and that he must eon-

der himself nnﬂ‘;:rrut.r S i

e m mesn that Tam u?*
Frod_niood, with & blank qu,ﬂ exprg:lin'
g e e

: c pose 5 mt it," Mr,
Jorkins mnd. ¢

“In my presence, cerfalaly. I ean’t let
you out of my sight."”

The same night' Fred Cameron slept in
the common jdil at Rissboro on sus-

icion of the er of his uncle, Kenneth
i b ng P e T
's ; ‘mecompani to
Biubenq{:gh was oanmlﬁugp&lh Mr, Vel-
lum and tidnk means to effect,
gible, her husband’s release, and to
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